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Red Burgundy Crus 2014  
Grand Crus & Premiers Crus 
 

 

The 2014 Burgundy vintage is famous for its white wines, which are considered among the best, if not the 

best, of this millennium so far. But what about the red ones? This is the question we wanted to answer on 

the 24th of April 2024. The event took place at the Smith & De Luma Restaurant (Link) in Zürich. 

 

Foreword: 2014, a potentially great vintage with serious contrasts 

Is it possible to question the quality of a vintage without recalling its specific conditions? Because 2014 did 
not develop without concerns. This vintage ends with a 4, just like 2004, 1994 and 1984. 1974 and 1954, five 
vintages that have never gone down in history. Or more precisely for that, what should has never happened. 
Psychological aspects must be taken quite seriously when a year ends with a 4… In 2014 many winegrowers 
were unable to let go and focus on the generally favorable weather conditions. Obsessed by rumors and a real 
disease in the Côte Chalonnaise. Even if it has never reached the same level as e.g. in Switzerland (Link). 

Spring went particularly well, with plenty of air but still dry. The Whitsun weekend was marked by a heatwave 
which helped the vines to flower very successfully.  Except for Chablis, which was unable to withstand these 
excesses. We had to wait until 28th June to see various waves of heavy hail sweep across the Côte de Beaune... 
Echézeaux and Clos de Vougeot were also affected, but the scale of the damage remained small. The summer 
saw periods of heat, as in July, combined with showers, but this did not worry the winegrowers excessively. 
The temperature dropped sharply from mid-August onwards. The heat returned in September, alternating 
with showers. The harvest began on 13th September, very slightly later than forecast in the spring. These 
weather conditions, with a good alternation between heat waves - which are nonetheless incomparable with 
what we've been experiencing since 2018 - enabled to produce a vintage of anthology in white. This year's 
white wines are not to be missed (Link). As far as the reds are concerned, it must be said that this could have 
been a great vintage, but the main obstacle was the winegrowers themselves. After several years of under-
production, many of them wanted to fill the cellars. But all the while fearing the development of abnormal 
acidity caused by Drosophila Suzukii (link). Many domaines took fright and proceeded with premature har-
vests, even though the three levels of grape maturity had not been reached. But the general level is high. Alt-
hough it still remains advisable to give preference to top-domaines with a reputation for consistency. 

Once the wines had been bottled and tasted, the connoisseurs, experts and, of course, the press were all en-
thusiastic about this vintage, which they immediately described as hedonistic and endowed with a great fi-
nesse. And that was clearly the case. Without any possible comparison with 2013, a complicated vintage dur-
ing which the vines were treated between 13 and 17 times. 

At the moment, the 2014 vintage is controversial. On the one hand, wine-lovers are impatient, reminding me 
of what Thierry Brouin, the manager of Clos des Lambrays (Link) from 1982 to 2018, told me a few years ago: 
Wine-lovers want great wines to drink right away.... No comment! On the other hand, they tend to see 2015 
as so great that 2014 can only be average. Finally, while 2013 has now been drinking magnificently for two 
years, 2014 is in a difficult phase. Even though our tasting showed the way, a very promising way. 
 

http://www.vinifera-mundi.ch/
https://smithanddeluma.ch/de/
https://ira.agroscope.ch/en-US/Page/Einzelpublikation/Download?einzelpublikationId=37596
https://worldoffinewine.com/homepage-featured-articles/2014-white-burgundy-a-retrospective
https://academic.oup.com/jee/article/108/3/1148/2379690?login=false
https://www.lambrays.com/le-clos-des-lambrays/
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The vintage 

The Style Overall 

The style of 2014 red Burgundy leans toward freshness, with bright red fruit flavors and vibrant acidity. 

The wines tend to be lighter in body than warmer vintages, showing elegance and finesse rather than power 

and concentration. Upon release, Decanter Magazine noted: "The 2014 red Burgundies show charming fruit 

and refreshing acidity, ideal for early enjoyment or short to medium-term cellaring." And Jasper Morris 

commented: "Despite initial challenges, 2014 has produced delightful red Burgundies with bright fruit 

tones and fine tannins, showcasing the best terroirs and skilled winemaking." Compared to its peers, it is 

better than 2011, on par with 2013, which has even more acidity, slightly behind the more complete 2012, 

and of course behind 2015 and 2016, the leaders of this decade. 

 

 

How Are They Drinking Today? 

The above assessment was confirmed today – on the 24th of April 2024-, with one caveat. Right now, the 

2014 red Burgundies are in a good place to drink. They offer a balance between youthful vibrancy and some 

development, making them enjoyable now for those who appreciate a more restrained and nuanced style. 

The fly in the ointment tonight was the tannins, which were dryer than expected. This results from the 

insufficient ripeness of the three grape maturity levels as Jean François Guyard mentions in his vintage re-

lated foreword. The Premier Crus drank well, the Grand Crus need more time, but for both there is a linger-

ing concern that the fruit could fade faster than the tannins will soften. Perhaps it was the "root day" from 

the biodynamic Steiner calendar that was the culprit. Who knows, but it was another wonderful and educa-

tional evening among wine lovers. 

 

 

The wines 
In good Burgundy tradition, we started and ended the evening with a few white wines. They were not tasted  

blind. The notes correspond to a snapshot on the 

tasting evening. 

 

Albert Bichot, Chablis (Grand Cru) Mou-

tonne Monopole 2014 

Pale yellow. Expressive nose with flint, lime and a 

hint of grass. Racy palate but not thin. Much better 

mid mouth density than the Fe vre Le Clos next to it. 

18.25/20 (94/100). 

 

William Fèvre, Chablis (Grand Cru) Les Clos 

2014 

Light yellow, green hue. True to the Fe vre style, this 

one is light and grassy. Already in the nose more 

lime and herbs than lemon with vanilla. Too thin on 

the palate for my taste. Others liked it more than I 

did. 17/20 (88/100). 
 

http://www.vinifera-mundi.ch/
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Christian Moreau, Chablis Les Clos (Grand Cru) - Clos des Hospices 2014 

Medium yellow. Expressive nose with ripe lemon and buttery elements. Rich and generous for a Chablis 

without being heavy. I like the freshness on the finish. More Meursault than Chablis in style though. 

18.25/20 (94/100). 

 

Vincent Girardin, Meursault 1er Cru Les Charmes 2014  

This was served at the end of the tasting. Medium yellow. Wonderful nose of popcorn, lemon curd, vanilla, 

and yellow stone fruit. Generous palate, Grand Cru volume with excellent freshness. A very complete white 

Burgundy and the best white wine today. 18.75/20 (96/100). 

 

The red wines were served blind and tasted in flights of three bottles.  

 

Michel Noëllat, Echézeaux (Grand Cru) 

2014 

Discreet nose of sour cherry, there are also notes of 

rum pot, quite ripe. On the palate the wine is quite 

acidic and sinewy. Not much pleasure here in to-

day's presentation. 17/20 (88/100). Group Rank: 

13/16. 

Comment J.F. Guyard: Inappropriate double decant-

ing on this bottle after having spent five hours in a 

decanter. 

 

Georges Noëllat, Nuits-Saint-Georges 1er 

Cru Aux Cras 2014 

Discreet nose as well, earthy elements with dark 

fruit and some licorice. Good mid-palate, tannins a 

bit rustic but in line with the NSG appellation typic-

ity. 17.75/20 (91/100). Group Rank: 9/16 
 

 

Taupenot-Merme, Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Bel Air 2014 

Oh wow. I really like the nose here. A kaleidoscope of Vosne spice, funky with cured meats, autumn leaves, 

very expressive and complex. The palate is elegant and fresh. Excellent showing. 18.5/20 (95/100). Group 

Rank: 6/16. 

 

Georges Roumier Morey-Saint-Denis 1er Cru Clos de la Bussière 2014 

Discreet nose, needs some swirling to come alive. Complex aromas lurk underneath with black berries, lic-

orice, farm funk and earthy elements. Still a bit tight on the palate, but not austere. I think this one can 

benefit from some more cellaring. 18/20 (93/100). Group Rank: 13/16. 

 

Ghislaine Barthod, Chambolle-Musigny 1er Cru Les Véroilles 2014 

Not Rated. Muted nose, red and dark fruits, also some unclean aromas. Compressed palate, tight and rustic. 

I think this is an off-bottle, hence no rating. Group Rank: 13/16. 

http://www.vinifera-mundi.ch/
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Humbert Frères, Charmes-Chambertin (Grand Cru) 2014 

92pt. Muted nose, needed some coaxing to come alive. Dark fruit and earthy elements dominate the aromas, 

but there are also floral notes. On the palate, the wine feels closed with tannins that need more time. I have 

had more accessible bottles of this in the past. Decant before drinking. Group Rank: 13/16. 

 

 

  

Georges Noëllat, Grands Echézeaux (Grand Cru) 2014 

Discreet nose with aromas of dark fruit mixed with black tea, mint and some flowers. Lots of power on the 

palate, feels young, still upside from here. 18.5/20 (95/100). Group Rank: 3/16. 

 

Chateau de la Tour, Clos-Vougeot (Grand Cru) Vieilles Vignes 2014 

Decanted for 1 hour. Still quite closed but opens up considerably with swirling. Complex nose with animal 

elements, tea leaves, cured meats and some red fruits. Dense on the palate, but the tannins are of good qual-

ity. Masculine but not rustic. A top Clos Vougeot for this vintage. 18.5/20 (95/100). Group Rank: 5/16. 

 

Hudelot-Noëllat, Clos de Vougeot (Grand Cru) 2014 

Nose of red fruits with cinnamon, cloves and some dark berries. Lighter on the palate than the other two 

wines in this flight, but still not fully expressive in its aromas. Keep this in the cellar for a few more years. 

18/20 (93/100). Group Rank: 9/16. 

 

Arlaud, Clos Saint-Denis (Grand Cru) 2014 

Nose of cedar, sour cherry, and dried flowers. Quite attractive, but on the palate it is a bit austere, with bright 

acidity and a slightly drying finish. The tannin quality is not as good as the Clos de Lambrays in the next 

glass. 18/20 (93/100). Group Rank: 9/16. 

 

http://www.vinifera-mundi.ch/
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Clos des Lambrays, Clos des Lambrays (Grand Cru) 2014 

Expressive nose with cherry, cranberry, some dark fruit and menthol. Generous palate with a good fruit core, 

seductive, dense with a long finish. More modern but with a classic touch. Great showing. 18.5/20 (95/100). 

Group Rank: 6/16. 

 

Sylvain Cathiard, Vosne-Romanée 1er Cru En Orveaux 2014 

Nose with earthy elements and nice blue fruits. Quite compressed on the palate, good material underneath, 

but not much pleasure at this stage. 17.75/20 (91/100). Group Rank: 9/16. 

 

 

  

 

Trapet Père et Fils, Chapelle-Chambertin (Grand Cru) 2014 

Here we go, wonderful nose jumping out of the glass with red fruit and whole clusters, some leather and 

spice. Elegant palate, solid tannic spine. Impressive, can add a point from here with some more cellar time. 

18.5+/20 (95+/100). Group Rank: 2/16. 

 

Perrot Minot, Chapelle-Chambertin (Grand Cru) 2014 

93pt. Much richer, riper and more extracted than the two Trapet next to it. Dark fruit mainly, with chocolate 

also pointing to new oak. Nice, balanced palate, but not very long, at least not today. Upside from here. 18/20 

(93/100). Group Rank: 6/16. 

 

Trapet Père et Fils, Chambertin (Grand Cru) 2014 

96pt. Decanted for 1h. Similar aroma profile to the Chapelle, attractive whole cluster notes combined with 

red fruit. Feels more closed and slightly denser. Elegant palate, mineral finish. Still very young, with impres-

sive material underneath, authoritative. Could surpass the Chapelle with a few more years in bottle. 

18.75/20 (96/100). Group Rank 4/16. 
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Duroché, Chambertin Clos de Bèze (Grand Cru) 2014 

This wine benefited from 2 hours of aeration because 

the cork fell into the bottle and it had to be decanted. 

This was evident in the nose. It was very expressive in 

the red fruit spectrum, some even noted citrus elements 

mixed with the raspberry and Christmas spice notes. 

The palate was elegant, with polished tannins and a 

long, aromatic finish. Very complete. For many the 

WOTN. 18.75+/20 (96+/100). Group Rank: 1/16.  

 

 

 

 

 

Author: Christian Raubach, WSET 3, FWS 

  30.04.2024 

Editor:  Andy Schnyder, WSET 3 

Foreword,  

Designer Jean François Guyard 

& publisher 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Der vorliegende Text ist zur exklusiven Publikation auf www.vinifera-mundi.com und www.vinifera-mundi.ch 

vorgesehen. Weitere Nutzungen sind mit den Urhebern vorgängig abzusprechen. Jeder Empfänger verfügt 

über das Recht, den vorliegenden Bericht an Drittpersonen weiter zu senden. 

 

 

 

http://www.vinifera-mundi.ch/
http://www.vinifera-mundi.com/
http://www.vinifera-mundi.ch/

